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arlier organs in the Cathedral by Robert Dallam (1639), Thomas Schwarbrick 
(1740) and Samuel Green (1790) were placed on a stone quire screen, which 
was taken down when the Cathedral was restored by Sir George Gilbert Scott 
in 1856.  George Holdich then built a three-manual organ, easily his largest 

instrument, in 1861: it had a remarkable Pedal Organ of ten stops, which the 
Cathedral Organist, Samuel Spofforth, promised never to use.  This organ was 
placed at floor level, in the aisle of the north transept, a position described as "in a 
side street";  the console was in the north quire aisle. 
 

 The organ was re-built in the same position by Hill & Son in 1884.  It attained 
its present form in 1908, when the same firm re-built it in a new chamber high 
above the quire: the two cases, in the quire and transept, are by J Oldrid Scott.  A 
small quantity of Holdich pipework was retained, including much of the Pedal 
Organ. 

 

 In 1974 a new console and electro-pneumatic actions were installed by Hill 
Norman & Beard.  Substantial changes were made to the mixtures and Choir Organ, 
but other changes were few. 

 

 The work by Harrison & Harrison was completed for the 
celebrations in 2000 to mark the 1300th anniversary of the 
first church dedicated to St Chad. The Hill scheme of 1908 has 
been re-instated, with certain carefully selected additions.  
New electro-pneumatic actions have been provided, and the 
console re-designed. A new nave division of 13 stops is placed 
in the north triforium. 
 

 Plans for the work were drawn up in consultation with the 
Cathedral Organist, Andrew Lumsden, and the Assistant 
Organist, Robert Sharpe. 
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